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and ethical forces of our time for fresh zeal and energy applied to the 
transition from our social chaos to that noble and orderly social life of 
the futvire which inspires our hopes. 

Florence Kelley 
New York 



The Boy and His Gang. By J. Adams Puffer. With an intro- 
duction by G. Stanley Hall. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1912. Pp. 12+187. $i-oo. 

In this book, after thoroughly familiarizing himself with the litera- 
ture pertaining to the subject, and out of a first-hand acquaintance 
with, and appreciation of, boy nature, Mr. Puffer has made a valuable 
contribution to the thought of parents, teachers, and all workers with 
adolescent boys, in calling attention as well as he has to the gang instinct 
as an important social factor in boy life which has not been sufficiently 
recognized in home, school, and church. 

G. Stanley Hall quite appropriately says in the introduction: "Now 
that we are coming to understand and realize what the gang life means, 
and what can be done with it, the surprise grows that until so recently 
it has been left almost entirely out of account in the work of helping 
and saving boys." 

Perhaps no other author has so well placed before the reading public 
the meaning and possibilities of the gang as a basic element in the social 
control of the growing boy. 

The practical and universal adoption of the point of view here pre- 
sented will lead to reforms in dealing with normal boys which are as 
radical as the reforms we have experienced in the past few decades in 
dealing with defectives: the reforms in both instances having their 
impetus in the turning-on of more light. 

The testimony of sympathetic and intelligent students of boy life 
is that the gang often has more influence over the boy between the ages 
of ten and eighteen than any other social force. Granting the truth 
or even the partial truth of such opinion, this book is deserving of wide 
and careful consideration. 

The statistical data in several chapters form an important part. 
These data show that while some gangs are predominantly hurtful 
to their members, and others are predominantly helpful, all gangs are 
alike in that they exist for the sake of a definite set of activities which 
are as natural for the boy as caring for a doll is to the girl, and which are 
in large degree wholesome, or may easily be made so. The ordinary 
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gang is said to teach the spirit of democracy, loyalty, and co-operation 
through group activity. 

The problem before the parent and teacher is shown to be not that 
of stifling the gang instinct, or of attempting to direct boy life by 
ignoring it, but rather that of satisfying the instinct in such manner as 
always to make the gang serve a useful end. 

Roy William Foley 

The University of Chicago 



L'Ego'isme humain. Par A. Lugan. Paris: A. Tralin, editeur. 
Pp. ix-fi67. 

Written by a missionary priest, this book is devoted primarily to a 
criticism of selfishness, in the individual, in the family, and in society at 
large, for both individual and collective ends. The discussion is dis- 
tinctly from the ethical standpoint of Christian individualism rather than 
from the causal viewpoint of the social psychologist. There is much 
admonition as well as condemnation of t3T3es and attitudes, but little 
analysis of social causes and effects. A number of social types and 
subjects of general interest — such as the confirmed bachelor, the 
fashion-loving daughter, the demagogic politician, match-making and 
self-sacrificing mothers, the caste system, class consciousness, and 
s)Tidicalism — are discussed, and some of the descriptions are very perti- 
nent, but too frequently the author allows his opinions to be colored 
by his preconceptions. The book is best adapted to the edification 
of the communicant. 

L. L. Bernard 

University op Florida 



Genossenschaftsleben der Sdugetiere. Eine psycho-biologische Studie 
liber die Beziehungen der Saugetiere zu ihren Artgenossen. 
Von Dr. Phil. Alexander Sokolowsky. Leipzig: Weigel, 
1910. Pp. 148, 6 plates. 

The title of this work looks most promising to anyone interested in 
the social life of the higher animals. One's expectations are further 
raised by the statement that the author is "Zoologischer Assistent in 
C. Hagenbecks Tierpark." But the contents of the book are disappoint- 
ing. It is not a work of original observation, but a compilation, a brief, 
popular natural history, without references to somrces, and its state- 
ments are not always reliable. The six colored plates are artistic, but 
without scientific value. 

Wallace Craig 

Maine State College 



